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Derech: Teen Pathways
Derech (pathway) is JRC’s teen community for grades 8-12.
Derech is a welcoming and supportive Jewish community
where teens are empowered as learners and leaders by
one another and by caring, dedicated staff and clergy.

Derech provides many options for engagement and we
encourage participants to choose their own pathway in
JRC’s vibrant youth community and in the broader Jewish
community. 

The foundation of Derech is its multiple pathways for
engagement. We know that today’s teens are busy, and so
we designed our program with affinity-based groups that
meet on different days and times throughout the week.
Connect your interests to your Jewish identity and create a
schedule that works for you and connects you with your
friends. 

Choose all the derachim (pathways) or just stick to one, but
the choice is yours!

https://tbewellesley.org/tbe-youth-from-toddler-to-teen/grades-8-12/#CoreCurriculum


Choose Your Path(s)
Madrichim 8th Grade Madrichim Training

Global Jewish Cooking

Social Gatherings

Rosh Hodesh/Shevet/Tzelem

Madrichim experience working with
and helping teachers, mentoring 

younger students, as well as 
working with students who need 

additional support in the classrooom
or 1:1 setting. Madrichim are trained

by Fran Shapiro, our Inclusion 
Coordinator

Interested in becoming a 
Madrich(a) when you are in High School?

Sign-Up for this Derech and get a 
Head-start in training, as well as chances 
to shadow madrichim, work with youth at

synagogue events, and learn skills for
supporting learners. Plus, have fun!

Hone your cooking skills and
explore Jewish culinary tradition

(and eat what you make!). We will
explore non-Ashkenazi dishes, and
in each session we will dive into a

different Jewish culture. Each
session will combine cooking

competitions with learning new
dishes from around the world

together.

Our social events include our annual
Youth Kallah, ice skating with Cantor
Howard, cooking competitions, tikkun
olam opportunities, and more! These
events are the perfect opportunity to

reconnect with friends, develop
friendships started in the different

derachim (pathways) and to meet new
people!

 

Our Moving Traditions Teen Groups
—Rosh Hodesh for girls, Shevet for

boys, and Tzelem for trans and
nonbinary teens—use Jewish

teachings and a gender lens to help
teens explore the issues they care
about most such as body image,

social and academic pressure, and
friendship, romance, and sexuality.

We Want your Ideas!
Other derech ideas are needed! 

What do you and your friends
want from JRC?

- Movie Nights?
- Acting Groups?
- Dungeons and Dragons Group?
- Music with Cantor Howard?
- Hebrew or Service Leading?
- Email Rabbi David!



Stay Tuned for Further
Details, and a Kick-Off
Fair in August to learn

about the Derachim
 

Sign-up at
 

https://jrctogether.org/le
arn/religious-

school/derech/


